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Conditions that Support Students with Learning Disabilities

Observation Tool
Name:       
Mentor:        
Date:       
Grade Level/Subject Area:       
School:       
Lesson Topic:       
Content Standard:       

California Induction
Program Standards

Check all that apply;
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Standard 5: Pedagogy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Standard 6: Universal Access: Equity for all Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teaching English Learners

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teaching Special Populations
	
	Conditions for Students with Learning Disabilities
	Evidence of Teaching and Learning

	
	Brain Compatible Instruction

· Creates a safe, comfortable learning environment
· Structures for frequent student response
· Pairs physical movement to learning task
· Uses visuals, music and/or rhythms for learning and to assist memory
· Provides adequate wait time
· Gives students choice
	     

	
	Positive Behavior Support Strategies

· Has a highly structured class

· Uses consistent rules and procedures

· Plans for transitions

· Cues students non-verbally

· Gets student attention before giving directions or explanations

· Moves about room; increases presence where problems might occur

· Uses calm, quiet voice

· Reinforces positive behaviors
	     

	
	Differentiating the Learning Process

· Uses pre-assessment

· Checks for understanding in a variety of ways

· Varies content, process and/or products

· Scaffolds instruction

· Uses meta-cognition or think aloud

· Uses graphic organizers and study guides

· Uses mnemonic devices
	     


Adapted from the work of W. Bender, Differentiating Instruction for Students with Learning Disabilities, Corwin Press, Inc., 2002
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